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and his men were the core.    Nothing could oppose that
fanaticism but a determination of equal intensity.

The troubled Senate listened with pounding hearts and
knew that he was right. But they could not drop the faint
hope that negotiation might yet arrange things. Antonius had
been so conciliatory in the months after Caesar's death. There
must be a mistake somewhere. They voted for an embassy*

But something had to be done. With some hastily levied
troops Hirtius joined Octavianus and marched north.

Antonius was now between two armies, both greater than
his own. He replied firmly and contemptuously to the am-
bassadors, and maintained his position, Soon the months
of winter would be passed. Then the dead earth would be
reborn. Then he would act. Meanwhile he sent his
lieutenant Ventidius to collect more of the veterans in the
south; and the talkers at Rome thought this a great joke,
since Ventidius had been a mere mule-contractor once.
What officers!

PANSA had remained to raise more money and four legions.
Only one thing was acutely distressing the moneyed classes:
the threat that the tributum, dropped for, over a century,
would now be reimposed. They were determined to resist
that whatever arguments were brought forward, whatever
talk of perils environing the State was dinned into their ears.
Hands off money. In their fierce resistance they felt their,
own constitutional authorities more a menace than the
distant Antonius, the chance of bloody revolution less fearful
than the immediate call for taxes.

Cicero was bearing the whole dead weight of inertia on
his shoulders. But he refused to be wearied or distracted.
Mercilessly he reiterated his points. The State aad the
whole present order were doomed, unless prompt and
definite action was taken. Antonius must be denounced,
as a traitor, his men given a short time to disperse, money
and more soldiers levied. It. was ridiculous to debate ternis.
War had begun, and yet the Senate talked about reaching an
accommodation.                                                                 ,

A second embassy was decided on. The Senate even tried
to make Cicero one of the ambassadors.